
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russell to Lead JASWM  
The Japan-America Society of West 
Michigan brings in the New Year with a 
new Executive Director, Molly Russell.  
Jan Frantz, Board Chair, JASWM, 
announced that Ms. Russell will take the 
leadership role of the Society starting in 
January 2010. 

Russell, with a BA in Social Science and 
International Studies from Michigan State 
University, studied Japanese language for five 
years and studied in Japan during 1997.  ñOur 
Board of Directors is encouraged with Molly 
Russellôs leadership skills,ò said Jan Frantz, 
ñShe generates enthusiasm, and has a proven 
record of producing results. We are certain our 
members and supporters will appreciate the 
benefits of a full-time Executive Director.ò  The 
transition from part-time to full-time Executive 
Director was made possible through a capacity 

  building grant from the Japan Foundation, Center for Global       
 Partnership.  

According to Ms. Russell, ñIôm very excited to have the opportunity to lead 
JASWM into this new decade.  Part of my plan is to put JASWM at the forefront 
of a prosperous and mutually beneficial relationship with Japanese business 
and community in west Michigan.  Itôs important that JASWM become the go-to 
organization that bridges American and Japanese culture, business, and 
community, and I think my personal experience will allow me to help JASWM 
accomplish this mission.  Iôve taught English to Japanese kindergarten children 
in Lakeview School District, Iôve studied Japanese language and culture in 
Japan, and Iôve organized community events throughout Michigan.  Experiences 
like these will help me propel JASWM toward a successful future.  In the 
process of accomplishing JASWMôs goals, I look forward to my direct 
involvement with the West Michigan community.  Iôm also eager to help 
Japanese families and businesses feel right at home in Michigan.  This is a 
great state to live and do business in, and I intend to make that apparent to the 
Japanese in our community.  
 
Finally, Iôd like to thank JASWMôs board members for this opportunity, especially 
Jan Frantz, Bob Perkins, Steve Covell, Ken Masumoto, Tracy Miller, and Tim 
Hoekstra.ò  Molly is currently immersed into the details of managing the Society 
and planning for 2010 activities. 
 
The Japan-America Society of West Michigan is a tax-exempt organization, 
promoting good will and understanding between Japanese and American 
residents of West Michigan through cultural, business, educational, and social 
exchange. With headquarters in Battle Creek, the Society partners with 
organizations throughout its service area, with a few including the Saugatuck 
Center for the Arts, the Kalamazoo Public Library, the Western Michigan 
University Soga Center, the Michigan State University Center for Asian Studies, 
the Art Center of Battle Creek, and the Japan External Trade Organization in 
Chicago.  

2010 JAS Calendar Available, see Page 5 
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From Chairperson, JASWM 
2010: A Happy New Year 

Celebrations welcoming 
the New Year are 
among the most 
popular holiday 
festivals in Japan. 
People prepare by 
cleaning house, and 
purchasing and cooking 
traditional foods. Rail 
and air terminals barely 
accommodate people 
returning to their home 
towns for  

New Yearsô night. Wishes for the New Year are 
expressed by saying ñAkemashite Omedetou 
Gozaimasu!ò  
Customary New Yearsô cards sent to friends, 
relatives, and co-workers flood the Post Office    
and students are hired part-time to help deliver 
letters on time. Many preprinted cards have the 
Chinese zodiac sign of the New Year in their 
design. In 2006, the year of the dog, such 
famous dogs as Snoopy were especially 
popular, while in 2008, the year of the rat, 
Mickey and Minnie Mouse were fashionable. 

Until 1873, five years after the Meiji Restoration, 
the precise date of the Japanese New Year was 
based upon the Chinese lunar calendar. While 
Japan no longer officially uses the lunar 
calendar, the tradition of connecting animal 
names with associated years remains popular.  

This year, the year of the tiger, coincides with 
Japanôs hosting the 10

th
 United Nations 

Convention on Biological Diversity. The UN has 
declared 2010 the International Year of 
Biodiversity. In Japan, the Environmental 
Ministry compiled a list with 3,155 species 
identified for risk of extinction, reflecting an 
increase of 461 from the previous list released in 
2000. 

Multiple reasons for the increase include 
deforestation and land reclamation which 
destroys wildlife habitats. Alien species brought 
to Japan upset ecosystems. Rare insects and 
plants are further threatened when people 
illegally collect them. 

Among the most threatened wild animals on the 
planet, tigers are not native to Japan. Yet let us 
hope that during a year when tigers reign, the 
entire world will remember to protect its untamed 
nature and biologically diverse heritage. 

By Jan Frantz 
Director of Corporate Projects, Battle Creek 
Unlimited, Inc. Executive director, BC/CAL/KAL 
inland Port Development Corporation, Port of 
Battle Creek  - Foreign Trade Zone #43 
 

 

 



 

2010 Year of Tiger

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year of the tiger : Artisan Gakunan Saito paints 
stripes on tiger figurines in Kofu, Yamanashi 

Prefecture. KYODO PHOTO as  seen in The 
Japan Times  

 

 

 

 

 

 

People born in the Year of the Tiger are sensitive, stubborn, short - tempered, 
courageous, selfish, and slightly meanéyet they are deep thinkers, and capable 

of great sympathy for those they are close to and lov e.  Years of Tiger are 1938, 
1950, 1962, 197 4, 1986, 1998, and 2010  
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 Recap of Bonenkai--2009  

Friday, 11 December  

Keynote address presented by Deputy Consul General Akihiko Fujii on behalf of 
Consul General Kazuhide Ishikawa at the JASWM Bonenkai in Battle Creek. 

ñGood evening!  My name is Akihiko Fujii, the Deputy Consul General of Japan in 
Detroit.  First of all, I have to apologize that Mr. Kazuhide Ishikawa, the Consul General 
of Japan, had to ask me to convey his message for todayôs Keynote Address.  
Regardless, I would like to thank you very much for inviting me to this wonderful 
Bounenkai.  I sincerely appreciate the Japan America Society of West Michigan for its 
enthusiastic efforts and unwavering commitment to strengthen Japan-U.S. relations.  
Those of us in this room, and countless others throughout the community, benefit 
greatly from the business networking, cultural exchange, mutual understanding, and 
friendship that the Society so ably promotes.  Today, I would like to give an overview of 
Japan-U.S. relations and ways to further improve them.  I know that everybody in this 
room is an expert on Japan and you may not hear anything new, but perhaps the month 
of December may be the right time to reflect upon the past and think about the future. 

1. Japan-US Relations Overview 

Current Japan-US relations are very good and no serious conflicts exists between us.  
News media frequently focus on issues related to the U.S. military bases in Okinawa, 
which is of course an important issue, but I believe the Obama administration and the 
Hatoyama government will be able to find a mutually satisfactory solution in due course. 

In retrospect, 150 years ago, the Japanese and Americans were strangers, and did not know each other at all.   Then unfortunately we 
became enemies, and now we are close friends.  The centerpiece of our relations is the Japan-U.S. Security Alliance.  In the policy 
speech by President Barack Obama delivered in Tokyo recently, he described it as being ñthe cornerstone of the U.S. security presence 
in East Asia.ò  Based upon this alliance, our two nations have been able to develop a wonderful and mutually beneficial partnership. 
You may recall recent events which illustrate this strong tie between our two countries.  It was former Prime Minister Taro Aso who was 
invited by President Obama to be the first foreign guest at the White House.  It was Japan that Secretary of State Hillary Clinton chose 
as her first overseas visit.  It was Japan where President Obama chose to visit first during his recent trip to Asia, where fruitful 
discussions were held in Tokyo with Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama. 

Turning to economic issues.  While there has been some trade friction in the past, which Consul General Ishikawa spent many years in 
Washington working to reduce; our two countries still enjoy a strong economic bond.  We are the #1 and #2 economies in the world, 
with combined GDP occupying more than 30% of the worldôs GDP.  Let me introduce some figures.  The U.S. is Japanôs #1 trade and 
investment partner, while Japan is the U.S.ôs 4th largest trading partner after Canada, Mexico, and China.  Overall trade volume 
between our two countries was $204 billion in 2008.  Japan is also the U.S.ôs 2nd largest investment partner behind the U.K. 

Turning to lighter topics, it seems like every time I come back to serve in the U.S., there is more and more Japanese pop culture being 
enjoyed by Americans.  For example, we were pleased to facilitate demonstrations by a famous Japanese manga artist (Konohara 
Sakuya) at Western Michigan University and at an elementary school in Kalamazoo, which attracted so many young American people.  
Similarly, whenever I return back home to Japan I find something new from America.  The most recent example was seeing a long line 
of young Japanese ladies waiting at the newly-opened Forever 21 shop in Tokyoôs Harajuku district.  We can even see the cultural 
exchange between our two countries in its most basic form: Food.  Sushi is probably available at your local supermarket, whereas there 
is no town in Japan without a McDonalds or Starbucks. 

The Japan Exchange and Teaching Program, or JET Program, dispatches English speakers to serve as assistant language teachers to 
promote grass-roots cultural exchange between Japan and the rest of the world.  Americans routinely comprise more than half of all 
participants in the JET Program, more than 2,500 just this year, approximately 110 of whom were assigned from our office. 

Considering the close bonds we share through political, security, economic, and cultural exchanges, itôs no wonder that more than 70% 
of Americans and Japanese like each other and think of each other as credible partners, according to the most recent Japan Image 
Survey conducted by Gallup. 

2. How to Strengthen the Relations 

With that in mind, how we can further strengthen the existing good relations?  The very basics of a strong relationship already exist.  
Namely, we share fundamental values such as democracy, freedom, the rule of law, respect for human rights, and market economy.  In 
a highly globalized world, no country alone can solve the problems that we face.  As democratic countries as well as large advanced 
economies, the United States and Japan should work together and show the world that we have strong will and the ability to solve 
problems not only for ourselves but also for the world.  Let me name a few examples. First, Afghanistan is one of our great shared 
concerns.  PM Hatoyama recently announced a new aid package to Afghanistan, based upon the same policy objectives as the United 
States in the fight against terrorism.   

On economic issues, the first thing we must do is to secure the recovery of our own economies from their severe conditions.  In addition, 
Japan and the U.S. should continue to coordinate their macro-economic policies at many occasions, including the G7 and G20 
meetings to tackle the financial crisis and recession.  Then, there are so-called global issues, which are important for Japan-U.S. 
cooperation such as climate change, poverty reduction, human rights and infectious diseases.  At the recent summit meeting in Tokyo, 

 



 

the two leaders agreed to further collaborate for the success of the Copenhagen meeting and agreed to reduce their own greenhouse 
gas emissions by 80% by 2050. 

Still, we can not forget regional issues.  Upon his visit to Tokyo, President Obama reiterated that America is an Asia-Pacific nation, 
which is very encouraging to the Japanese, as we face an emerging China as an economic giant and North Korea whose nuclear 
weapon and missile development as well as the abduction issue still pose the most serious threat to the region.  I can go on forever to 
list possible areas where the U.S. and Japan can work together but let me turn to the final part of my presentation tonight: Japan and 
Michigan. 

3. Japan-Michigan Connections 

First, the 42nd Annual Joint Meeting of the Midwest U.S.-Japan Association will be held in Michigan in September next year.  I hope 
everybody in this room will make their best efforts, in each of our capacities, towards the success of this meeting.  Second, according to 
our 2008 survey on Japanese investment, there are 491 Japanese facilities providing jobs to nearly 37,000 people in Michigan.  
Nationwide, Michigan has consistently ranked among the top 10 states with Japanese investment according to the U.S. Commerce 
Department.  And, in 2008, Japan was Michiganôs #4 trading partner behind Canada, Mexico, and Germany with exports totaling $1.4 
billion. Third, there are 8 western Michigan sister cities including Battle Creek (Lansing, Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids, Muskegon, Portage, 
DeWitt, Fremont) which are all active relationships.  They made great contributions at our Sister City Forum held in October 2009. 

Closing 

I would like to conclude my presentation by saying that the entire Japanese community here always appreciates the welcoming 
environment, unique programs and abundant good will that the Japan-America Society offers.   Thanks to JAS efforts, we can live and 
work here in a most comfortable atmosphere.  For our part, with your continued support, Consul General Ishikawa and I will do our 
utmost for the betterment of Japan-U.S. relations.  Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak.ò  

******************* 
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The Bonenkai could not happen without the support of sponsors.  Special appreciation is extended to Pine SponsorsðBattle Creek 
Unlimited and Warner, Norcross & Judd; Iris SponsorsðAperks International and Tri-County Labor Agency; and providers of 
door prizesðTracy Miller, Rena Pomaville, Fifth-Third Bank, Battle Creek Unlimited, Novara Tesija, and Goodwill Industries.  
Tracy Miller provided all of the Bonenkai photos and additional pictures can be seen on the webðwww.jaswm.org. 

 




